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dom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to 
other people, but it shall break in F 
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| DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON F. WHITNEY. 


[Concluded from page 788.) 

Waun jeans Christ. came, He taught them new docteines—thas i is, i 
were new to that generation, who were astonished at them, and because 
He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. He told 
them He was the Son of God, and that He was in the image of His Father. 

He taught them that up above this world, in a heaven of happiness, peace 
and glory, dwelt their Father, from whom He had come—come in 
ment of Moses and the Prophets, who had.testified of Him, a came to 
restore the knowledge that was lost. He came to fulfill the r . 
of ring 
up of this great sacrifice, the ‘Tamb of God, in the meridian of time. 
“Think not,” said He, “that Iam come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
I am. not come to destroy, but to fulfil.” But He came to teach a new 
3 principle. “A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love one an- 
other.” This was to His disciples. He also said, as He sat. upon the 
Mount of eee e eee the Sermon on the 

have hoard er it hath been said, Thou thy neighbor and 


hate thine enemy. 
But I say.unto. a, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 


: good to them that h © you, | and pray for them which despitefully use Jou, 
and persecute you; 
“phat ye may be at children of your Father which. is in: een for 


He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and an the rain 
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N For if ye love them which love you, what reward have yet Do not 
even the } the same: 

“And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others! 
Do not even sof, 

„rens perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 

They were astonished at His doctrine. Why? Was it a new doctrine! 
No; it was as old as eternity. It was a part of that everlasting Gospel 
that had been formulated in the heavens before the world was, and had 
been upon the earth in different dispensations, This same principle had 
doubtless been taught by Enoch, who with his city reached such a state 
of perfection that they were taken into the heavens by translation. Can 
you conceive that Enoch did not teach his people that they should love 
each other, that they should return good for evil? I cannot. I believe 
that wherever the fullness of the Gospel has been preached, whether by 
an Adam, an Enoch, a Noah, an Abraham, or a Moses, men have been 
taught to love each other as the children of God, and to return good for 
evil. But it was a new doctrine to the generation to whom Christ was 
sent. For fifteen hundred years the Jews had been schooled under the 
law of Moses. It was a law of strict justice, with little or no mercy. It 
was the law of retaliation. “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” 
This was as high a principle perhaps as they could comprehend, and was 
good as far as it went; for justice cannot be abolished. Men will receive 
the measure that they mete unto others. Christ taught this principle 
along with the principle of mercy and forgiveness and the return of good 
for evil. “Judge not,” says He, “that ye be not judged. For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged ; ; and with what measure ye mete, | 
it shall be measured to you again.” He did not do away with the princi- 
ple of justice, but re-enunciated it. But He did seek to take out of the 

hands of individuals, the infliction of vengeance upon those who had 
wronged them. Leave these things to God, was what He meant. “Ven- 
geance is mine; 1 will repay, saith the Lord.” Do good to each other, for- 
give all men, serve God, and He will avenge your injuries. Perhaps no 
other principle is so closely associated with the name of Jesus Christ, 
except it be the atonement and the resurrection, which He came to teach 
r chase as the principle of the Golden Rule, the return of good for 
evil. 

Now, it seems a hard thing to do; 00 there is always some difficulty in 
obeying God. There is always something to be conquered in ourselves 
when we make up our minds to live near to the Lord. But that is what 
we are here for. Self-conquest is the object of the revelation of God's 
will toman. It is to make man Godlike; to lift him up, to make him 
more like His Father in heaven; for he is destined to be like Him. But 
how long would we have to wait, if men continued to hate each other, to 


‘ avenge their wrongs and inflict injury in return for injury— how long 
mankind Weald be and the word 
worthy to be rolled back into the presence of ita Creator rf 

The Prophet Joseph Smith—that much-misunderstood at 
one time a striking illustration of this principle. It was when Zion’s 
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camp was going down to Missouri, in the year 1834. A member of tho 


camp awoke one morning and found a rattlesnake in bed with him, coiled 


and asleep near his pillow. Horror-stricken he arose, and his first thought 


was to get a stick or a stone and kill the snake. The Prophet told him 
not to do it. Said he: The snake has not harmed you; it has trusted in 
you; do not kill it; for how is that great era of peace and goodwill to be 
ushered in, which the prophets have predicted, when the lion shall eat 


_ straw like the ox, when the sucking child shall play with the serpent, and 


they shall not hurt nor destroy in all the holy mountain of the Lord— 
how long must we wait for that great era, the Millennium, if men continue 
to treat cruelly the animals and crush their lives out of them without any 
provocation!“ Joseph Smith taught men to be kind, to be merciful, to be 
forgiving, and to return good for evil. 

I bear in mind another incident in his history, when he and some of his 
brethren were lying in a dungeon in Liberty jail, Missouri, during the win- 
ter of 1838-9, after the Saints, fifteen thousand men, women and children, 
had been driven from the state of Missouri. These brethren were treated 
with great cruelty in prison. It is said that the depravity of their jailors 
descended so low that they even cooked human flesh, taken from the body 


of a negro who had been killed, and offered it to these prisoners to eat; 


and the Prophet, warned by the Lord, told his brethren not to partake of 
it. It was in the midst of these circumstances that one of the brethren 
was asked to pray; and he prayed that God would damn the men who 
were treating them thus cruelly. When he got through, the others were 
laughing at him. He asked, “What is the matter?” They said, “We are 
laughing at your prayer.” Well,“ he replied, if you want any better 
praying than that, you can do it yourselves.” The Prophet then told him, 
“You yourself will yet see the day when you will pity these very men 
who are inflicting these injuries upon you. God has shown to me in 
vision the sufferings of the ungodly, and I had to pray to Him to close the 
vision when I saw the terrible judgments that would come upon the 
wicked.” The Prophet taught the principle of patient submission to 
wrong. And it is this that lifts men up above other men. When men 
cancel it by an act of retaliation. Ce 
But men will say, as I have heard them say, “Why, if 1 Should return 
good for evil to this or that person, he would not appreciate my motive; 
he would think I was soft, foolish, that I was truckling, and that I meant 
it as an acknowledgment that he was right and I was wrong and had 
deserved all that he had done.” What if he should think so? What if 
some men’s souls are so limited that they cannot appreciate a magnani- 
mous act? It is not for the effect upon them alone that you are taught 
to practice the golden rule; it is for the effect upon yourself. You cannot 
grow if you hate mankind. You cannot increase and expand, at least as 
rapidly as you might, if you cherish feelings of anger, jealousy and strife. 


It is because God wants you to grow, to become like Him, that He asks. 
you to keep your hearts free from these things. Therefore what matters 


it whether your motives are understood.or not? You are not the first to 


* 8 7 . 
7 
> 
* 
= 
J 
32 
of 
Fs 
“3 
— 
By 
2 
+ 
* 
* 
75 
“aS 
* 
— 
<2 
— 
* 
i 
Rs 
<4 
2 
* 
. 


have your motives misunderstood. The effect upon you and upon me 
cannot be otherwise than good, if we forgive those who have ‘injured 
us, and strive to love our enemies; for I believe that even this is possible, 
if we stand upon a plane high enough. If we remember who and what 
we are; that we were sent into this world to teach and exemplify the 
truth; that we came to be saviors of men, bearing the Holy Priesthood, 
‘having the Gospel of peace and goodwill to administer; if we remember 
that we have been chosen to follow the Lamb of God whithersoever He 
goeth, can we not advocate and practice the principles that He preached, 
and that He died for? If we cannot, what right have we to call ourselves 
His disciples? Follow me, he said. He that would be my disciple, let 
chim take up his cross and follow me; “Father forgive them, for they know 
not what they do.” This was one reason why He could practice the prin- 
ciple; He recognized that it was ignorance, to a great extent, that pre- 
vented men from doing right. They did not know fully the results of a 


vioked course. Even the men who murdered Him did not know to tbe 


full extent what they were dcing. He could pity their ignorance; and 

He lifted Himself so high above them by a righteous life that He could 
say, and not only say but feel, Father, forgive them; for they know not 
what they do.“ He ne eee tor their sakes, and He was willing to 
suffer. And He has said to us in these latter times, I, the Lord; will 
‘forgive whom I will forgive, but of you it is required that you forgive.all 
men.” Why! Because God wants us to grow and expand and become 
godlike. We cannot do this with hatred in our hearts. We can only do 
it to the best advantage with love in our hearts, with feelings of kind- 
ness, generosity, mercy, forbearance and forgiveness: Thats is why: ware 
required to practice these virtues. 

Joseph Smith, the third great teacher, as I have n 8 you, 
taught these same principles. He brought anew into the world the 
knowledge of the true and living God. Men had again forgotten the true 

God and how to worship Him. Yes, in the midst of this full ‘blaze, so- 
called, of Gospel light, men bad actually forgotten what had been taught 
thousands of years before regarding the personality of the Creator. They 
were worshipping Him again as a being “without body, parts, or pas- 
sions,” who was in the sun, and the moon, and the stars, who was in: the 
flowers and the trees, and in all the manifestations of nature. And so He 
is in one sense. By His Spirit He is in all these things—that Spirit which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world. The light of the sun? 
Tes. The light of the moon? Yes. The light of the stars? Yes; the 
light of all things; for light, like truth, has but one sour God. But we 
must not confound the Spirit of God with the personality of God, our 
Father in heaven, He who created man in His own image, as Moses taught 
the children of Israel; He who was in the express likeness of His Son 
-Jesus Christ, who was in the form of man, and who with others taught 
this truth to the world. This was the God that men were to worship. 
But they were not worshipping Him when Joseph Smith came forth to 
re-reveal and re-declare Him. His mind was confused over the many con- 
. flicting alaims of the various Christian sects, one saying, this ds the right 
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way,” another saying, “that is the. right way; “Io, here is Christ,” do, 
there is Christ; insomuch that he did not join any, of. ‘them, but went to 
the Bible, which had come down through the ages, containing the word of. 
God. He read in the Epistle of James, “If any lack wisdom, let him aa 
of God, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall 
be given him.” He did not find there that be was to go to this man, or 
that man, to this church, or that church; for the Priesthood and the 
Church of God were not upon the earth; but to go to God, go directly to 
his Father in heaven, and ask Him for W In the simple faith of 
his heart he carried out this behest ; and while praying in the woods near 
his father’s house, a glorious vision burst upon his view. First, however,- 
he was attacked by an evil influence, which tied his tongue and made 
every effort to destroy him, but he kept on praying in his. heart until he 

saw a light above his head brighter than the. noonday sun, and a pillar of 
glory descended until it rested. upon the tops of the trees. In the midst. 
of it he saw two persons in the form of men; ; and one of them, calling 
Joseph by name and pointing to the other, said, “This is my beloved Son; 
hear him.” Could Joseph Smith doubt from that moment, if he had ever 
doubted before, that his Father in heaven was in the form of a man, just 
as the Lord Jesus Christ was in the form of aman? No; it was as plain 
as daylight; for there was the vision glowing in glory before his eyes. 
He was told not to join any of the churches, for God was about to found His 
Church upon the earth, and he- this boy— had been chosen to do a great 
work | | 

[to BE CONTINUED.] 


KRIS KRINGLE “AND. SANTA CLAUS AT. YULE. TIDE. 


Wrrn the hanes admixtare of sentiment 1 commercialiam which i is 
purely American, the people of the United States have woven a group of 
superstitions and observances into a composite whole, sia * . 
date Christmas festival. 

Yule tide is a relic of true barbarism. Ab the winter tic e 
Sun-God began his journey back towards the earth, the rn heathen eal 
tions celebrated with pomp and festival the glad event. „ 

The principal feature of chis event, which would occur proper 
21st of December, was.a huge wheel of straw set on fire and. rolled down 
hill in commemoration of the returning unn. 

The Yule on Wheel tide was thus a. el winter festival, Lato ‘the 
monster. fireplace of those ancient northern homes, was rolled a huge log 
called the yule log, which was warranted to burn for days, this being also 
a part of the worship of. fire and of the sun. The great boughs of ever- 
green cut from this log were broken up and strewn over the floor, and the 
custom which now obtains of decking our dwellings. and churches with 
holly and greens, e the Christmas tree with its artificial x Sapa are 
all, no doubt, relics of the barbaric custom which signifier ene 
faith in the Sun-Wheel or Yule to bring back with him on his returning 
journey earthwar and the summer sean. 
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‘Santa Claus is the American Dutch corruption of the name of Saint 
Nicholas, a noted Catholic bishop, who lived in the second or third century. 
This bishop was a very generous and philanthropic old gentleman, so 
much so that he was called the patron-saint of children and youth. In 
the early centuries, his memory was perpetuated on the 6th day of Dec. 
by a member of the family dressing in the costume of a bishop and ap- 
pearing among the children laden with gifts for the good children and 
mild punishments for the naughty ones. 

When this custom was brought over to America by the r Dutch 
settlers in New York, it had already become fixed to the 25th day of 
December. 

The origin of the Christmas festival, or Christ Mass was of very early 
date. Although most historians agree that Christ was not born in De- 
cember, yet the last of December was chosen in which to commemorate His 
birth because of uniting with that event the general heathen custom of 
welcoming the sun on his return journey to the earth. 

About 300 A. D., when the Roman emperor Diocletian learned that 
there was a company of Christians gathered to commeworate the birth 
of their Savior, he ordered the doors to be closed, set fire to the building 
and all the worshippers perished in the flames. There was no uniformity, 
however, in those early times in the day chosen in which the Savior's birth 
was celebrated. / 

Later Catholic Church officials desirous of bel their own 
church observances with the heathen nations about them, deliberately | 
chose this winter solstice season as the one on which to commemorate the 
birth of the Savior. Thus uniting the gorgeous and elaborate festivals of 
the Sun-Wheel worship with the worship of Christ. 255 

Some strong dissenting churches, especially in Scotland, utterly reject 
this arbitrary festival day, and refuse to thus mix and mingle heathenism - 
with Christianity. 

The Catholic church in time advanced this festival season to a shrewd 
blending of pagan custom and their spurious Christ worship. A whole 
cycle of feasts and saint days surround the Christmas day. And on mid- 
night of the day itself the sacrament of the Lord's supper is administered 
with the most gorgeous pageantry, pomp and ceremony. Z 

In Germany, that land of folk-lore and poetry, the old Yule-tide, St. 
Nicholas, and the Christ-Child have been blended and mingled into a 
delightful and not irreligious festival. 

Kris Kringle or Chris Chringle is the Christ-Child, But later times “ame 
mixed the jolly god from northern climes—fat and round, with his jingling 
bells and harnessed reindeer, the snow thick upon white beard and fur 
cap—sliding down the capacious chimney and filling the limp stockings 
hung by the mantle-shelf, with gifts and toys, while the babies sleep 
soundly under the feather bed in the corner—with the Christ-Child who 
is the Giver of Good Gifts to old and young alike. 

Germany is the home of Kris Kringle and the laden Christmas tree. As 
well does she claim the jolly “St. Nick,” who fills stockings and drives a 
jingling fleet of reindeer through the keen frosty Christmas air. 
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A young friend of mine gives a vivid description of a Christmas festival 
arranged by herself and two others under the direction of an intelligent 
German professor at Oswego, reproducing the modt popular and perhaps 
the prettiest methods of observing this day in Germany. , 

For days beforehand the Frau of the household is busy preparing for 
the grand event. Cakes are made, with fruits and spice and baked in 
moulds shaped like animals and mon, of fruits an Rowers, with many 

strange and intricate devices. 

One room is set apart for the festival. If very poor, a part of the living 
room is partitioned off for this purpose. 

Here a tree, evergreen, about three feet high, with an angel on the top 
_ bough, is placed. Boughs and mosses and holly are strewn on the floor, 


making a carpet of odorous green. The tree is decorated with gilded nute 


and tinsel ornaments, while candles, in profusion, are hung on the wide- 
spreading limbs. 


dolls representing Mary and the Child in a miniature manger, with Joseph 
at the door of the cave. Through mam, in the roof, 4 tinsel star 


sheds its beams down into the manger. 
Under. the opposite side of the tree n platform with the three 


wise men and the shepherds (all dolls) coming to see the babe in the 


manger. At the back of this, is hung on the wall a painting of the hills 
in the distance with ‘the ‘sheep: silently sleeping ‘under: the watching 


heavens. 


In Germany this soene is prepared for the Christmas eve ‘The children 


are all put to bed in imitation of the sleep of all nature on that wondrous 
night, when every thing is prepared the parents begin a Christmas carol, 
which is in imitation of the music which awakened the shepherds. — 

Then the children jump up and run into the room, now lighted with the 
_ glowing tapers or candles on the tree, and joining hands they encircle the 
lovely scene sweet Christmas carol of the Child 
and His mother. 


The candles on the trees 1 light shed by Christianity, the 


‘angel typifies the constant watchcare of His wondrous love, 


prepared and laid under the tree and after singing ‘and the eating of their 
cakes and sweetmeats they all retire for the night. 


These various customs have found thelr way. over, to America, and all 


— 


Dr: 


ͥõͥͤ ĩ˙²¹ö 
Miseell, infant son of William and Margaret Missell; born July 9, 1897.—Utah gane 


please copy. 


Mippigrox.—At Southwick, Sunderland, December 10, 1898, Henry Casidy Middle. 


ton, born March 13, 1896, also at the same place, December 12, 1896, Geo. J. A. Middle- 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER wea 1698. 


a 


THE WORD or WISDOM. 


Tat Paul tells us, ig the God unto waltaticn 6 te 
one that believeth.” Now, the Gospel as revealed anew in this age pro- 
vides, not only for salvation in the world to come, but for the temporal 
salvation of those who accept it and put its precepts into practice. 
Among other admonitions given for the temporal welfare of His people, 
and incidentally for their spiritual advancement, the Lord revealed, 
through the Latter-day prophet, the Word of Wisdom, which He sas is 
“Given for a principle with promise, adapted to the capacity of the weak 
and: the weakest of all Saints who are or can be called Saints.“ In this 
revelation there is a prohibition placed upon the use of strong drinks, 
tobacco, hot drinks and the excessive use of flesh as food; and the follow - 
ing promises are made conditioned on obedience to the same: And all 
saints who remember to keep and do these things, walking in obedience 
to the — shall receive health i in their navel; and W to 
their bones, 

Gnd wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden. 

And I, the Lord; give unto them a promise, that the destroying. angel 
shall pass by them, as the children of Israel, and not slay them = 

What greater blessings of an earthly nature could the Lord n 
humanity? Yet how many of those who claim the name of Saints are 
willing to forfeit all right to these promised blessings for the sake of a 
acquired for those forbidden things! : 

The Lord has placed in thor er His children 
ntocessary,' if properly cared for aud cultivated, to lead them into the 
celestial kingdom, but it is left to the free agency of each individual to 
perfect those faculties or to neglect them or hinder their rapid: develop- 
ment by the use of those things that He, in His mercy, has said are not. 
good for man. We are told in the latter-day revelations, “The glory of 
God is intelligence,” and that none can be saved in ignorance. If this is : 
true; intelligence’ will be the glory of man, and it behooves ‘every Latter- 
day Saint to refrain from all things that in any manner would retard his 
progress along the line of wisdom and knowledge pertaining to the plan 
of salvation, that he may fit himself 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb... 
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Those forbidden things are not only detrimental to the mental and 

spiritual progress, but they i injure health and worse ti than waste the money 
— for them. 

-Thereé is another phase of the subject that should be taken into account. 
The Savior said that the servant that knows his lords will and does it not 
shall be beaten with many stripes. Who could reasonably expect an an- 
swer to his prayers for strength of mind and body to perform the duties 
of life and wisdom to guide him aright, when he is knowingly violating 
the laws upon which those blessings are promised? As well might a child 
expect his parents to give him food when he would repeatedly trample it 
under his feet and ask for more. The Savior said, Thou shalt not tempt: 
the Lord thy God.“ The last promise is that the destroying angel shall 
glorious’ promise in comparision with the trifling sacrifice required! All 

will remember how the destroying angel passed by the children of Israel 
in the land of Egypt when they performed the simple act of sprinkling 
the door-posts' with the blood of a lamb, WW bud nt . 
faith to do so were bereft of their firstborn. : 

Is there any natural father or mother who would not willingly sactifice 
these things, which are not necessary for either food or drink, or even 
sacrifice the necessaries of life, not excepting life itself, rather than the 
destroyer should enter their homes and take off one of their dear ones? 

The destroyer is abroad in the land, and it is wisdom on the part of 
thoseiwho°havn taken upon them the name of Christ to stand in holy 
places: while the wrath and indignation of the Lord shall be poured oat 
upon the widked and ungodly. 

There are watchme on the walls of afar off 
and give timely’ ‘to all who will give heed to their voices, and 

~ prapare thelr defence the enemy comes upon 
tion. 

to the use of these things from childhood and have probably inherited the 
tastes for them, the struggle to overcome is a difficult’ and severe one, and, 
unaided by the Spirit of God, the efforts would most likely result in fail- 
ure; but by seeking diligéntly, faithfully and prayerfully for divine aid, 
with an earnest determination to overcome, “the weakest of all Saints 
who are or can be called Saints will be able to succeed: ‘The Lord re 
quires nothing of His servants that they are not able to accomplish. _ 

Besides the promised blessings, there is a moral power developed by the 
determined ‘resistance ‘of ‘temptation that will more than compensate for 
all the struggles: and sacrifices necessary in overcoming these abnormal 
appetites, which power will be a shield of wines and: 


2 — Boston on Friday, December 16, at 
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THE “SOUTHERN STAR.” 


Wr are just in receipt of No. 1, Vol. I, of the “Latter-day Sainte South- 
ern Star,” a bright, newsy weekly paper, published in Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, by the Southern States Mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Sainte. 5 

We are heartily in sympathy with the enterprise, *. only 4 that | 
a mission where such energy has been displayed and so much success” 
attained, has been so long without an organ 1 to represent tin n 
literary field. 

In its salutatory, among other on things, it has the following to say: 

“The Southern Star will represent the interests of the Latter-day Sainte’ 
Mission of the Church of Jesus Christ, embracing news from the various 
missionary fields of the world, the United States in particular, and the 
Southern States specifically. It will have no desire to engage in con- 
troversial discussions with any one, striving rather to refrain from noticing 
any attack made on our gallant Elders, or their teachings. They are and 
have been struggling against such odds with malevolent preachers, religi- 
ous bigots and small souled newspapers. It will, however, when possible 
to avoid descending to the level of such character maligners, wage a 
dignified and determined war to the dissipation of error and establishment 
of truth. 

“We shall endeavor to keep our readers advised of the great work of the 
nearly 2,000 earnest workers in the. Lord's Vineyard. We shall endeavor 
to assist in the arduous labors of promulgating the Gospel of Christ as 
restored to earth in this dispensation and clearing away the clouds of mis- 
apprehension, removing the great boulders of prejudice, and roots of evil 
antagonism that prevail in the world to-day, thereby preparing the soil 
for the sowing of the seeds of truth before it shall be too late.” 

Its heading is quite artistic, having in the centre a five pointed star 
bearing the likeness of the Prophet Joseph Smith and throwing off in 
every direction rays of light. On the right is an engraving of the Salt 
Lake Temple and on the left the Tabernacle. Above the star on a curved 
scroll are the words “Latter Day Saints” and below in large bold faced 
type “Southern Star.” The name is very appropriate as being, like the 
Star of Bethlehem, prescient of greater light to come. 5 

It certainly is worthy of the support of ides 
and those who give material support to such publications may be assured 
that they are aiding in the spread of Gospel light and will in nowise lose 
their reward. The price is reasonable and within the reach of xen deacon 

only one dollar and fifty cents per annum. . 

We take pleasure in entering it on our list of er 80 expect to 
find in ita pages much that will be valuable for publication in the Mn- 
LENNIAL Stak. May the Southern Star throw out the Gospel light in such 


of ite{sparklingjrays. 
A. w. 
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CONGRATULATIONS. 


Next to 3 the generous ‘sympathy and Lhesertal support of the 
presiding. authorities and brethren in Zion, is the realization, by the 
Presidency of the European Mission, that they s the faith and confi- 
dence of their missionary brethren with whom are for the time being 
so intimately associated. 

Congratulatory and evidently heartfelt words resid this catia office 
from the different sections under our watchcare, we can only say that such 
expressions whether from Presidents of Conferences or the traveling minis- 
try are very much appreciated, they are encouraging in their unanimity, 
and if our united prayers are answered of our Father in Heaven (which 
we verily expect) the present prosperous condition of the mission will 
not only continue, but will be augmented by the devoted labors of God's 
Priesthood upon the earth; we assuredly know that without His blessing, 
and without the support of our co-workers that we are very weak indeed, 
and as they pray for us so shall we importune for them, that unity, power 
and blessing may inure to all who “love the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in * and truth.“ | 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


An’extract from a warm letter flavored with Planam memories of mis- 
sionary labor in this land over twenty years ago, from ae Nelson A. 
Empey of Salt Lake City is here appended:— 

* and the land you are now in and say. experience of cur 

past, brings to my mind many things mingled with sorrow and also great 
pleasure and thanksgiving, for in England I learned more fully how to get 
to my Father in heaven and to live, under the influence and fellow- 
ship of His Holy Spirit, also to more warmly love and appreciate those 
that I was connected with in the missionary work. Then when I think of 
how much I was favored of the Lord in that labor, it causes tears of joy 
to come to my eyes. 

“Last week at the Convention exercises in this city we enjoyed a very 
interesting time, one never to be forgotten by the thousands who came 
together from all parts of the State, and in fact from other States, reaching 
as far as Arizona, Tennessee, Mexico and Canada. When the roll was called 
all those who had been summoned to the Convention answered without an 
exception; all of these noble men and women came together in the interest 
of the children of Zion who attend our Sunday schools, numbering now 
one hundred and fifteen thousand souls, a host that will later perform 
wonders in the name of the Lord, having been educated in the things of 
God by earnest and self-sacrificing laborers who are observing strictly 
the commandments of the Lord. I never have in my life witnessed such 
a congregation as I was privileged to meet with on that oceasion, the 
instractions given of inspiration were grand, great, and very important to 
all who were there in the interest of God’s covenant children, i in preparing n 

them to become mighty men and women in His kingdom. : 
| Another very important move has heen taken, through the Lord mov- 
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ing upon our leaders as a preparation for the coming of our Savior. “The 
Word of Wisdom” is to be one of the leading features that will be 
brought before the children, and its observance will be —— em ” 
Superintendents and Teachers in our Sunday Schools.” 


A cheering. letter from President Loutensock of the 3 Mission. 
among other good things has the following to say in regard to the id 
in that land, under date, Hamburg, December 13th int: 

“The mission as a whole is in a flourishing condition and, natwrishatande: 
ing banishments and opposition from the civil authorities, our. baptisms. 
this year will exceed those of any previous one. All the Elders report 
good progress, and some, who have attempted traveling among the people. 
without money, are much encouraged and seem. » to have been e suc-. 
cessful in finding friends.” 


A Query. —By letter from Mrs. Wm. Jennings of Salt Lake weil i now in 
Paris, we learn of the condition of things in that gay and godless city, the 
surroundings are not favorable to “Mormonism” or the “Mormons,” and 
Sister Jennings often wonders “how the vast multitude crowding those 
streets, wuttering their prayers, are to be saved through the influence of 
the Gospel,“ well, it is a query, and yet there is to come a time when “a 
nation shall be born in a day,” but whether i in this deere or 4 nampa : 


who can tell? Oss 


The brethren of the Welsh Conference also—after Pen words 
for Presidents Wells and McMurrin just returned to Zion assure us 
of their loving interest and earnest prayer for the present Presidency 
and for the work in general; thanks to thein alto for their kind conimuni-' 
cation. 

Comrenznces.—From 10 p.m. to 9am. was lately spent by us us on A | 
lent Irish Channel en route to the purposed Conference in Belfast on Sunday, 
December 11th. Three good meetings, two Priesthood meetings and on- 
siderable conversation and association, gave an intelligent birds eye 
view” of the work on the Emerald isle; of course all the world knows of | 
the tenacity with which the majority of the population there. holds to the. : 
dominant faith, yet, as in all lands, there is an element which is not so 
firmly held by tradition and education, and it was some surprise (not only 
to note the numbers) but to feel the warmth of the converta there to the 
faith of the Gospel; there was a good spirit present to bear testimony to 
this, but the same Spirit manifested through the Elders from um told. | 
the secret of their success. “0 

A little time was spent in visiting the College which i is ‘sustain stained b 
Imperial endowment; a visit was also made to the great rope t oe 
the largest in the world it is said, where over three thousand. persons are 
employed; the raw material is all imported; the finished product, white 
or. colored: is distributed around the globe and from druggists. twine. 
to a three inch cable, tarred or plain, any demand can, be supplied. 
These works grew from very small beginnings, now. all the complicate 
machinery thereof is moved * couple of giant engines of 2000 hors 
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power each, the whole forming an illustration of what time, patience and 
perseveramcee can accomplish ;. it was “an object 

“Mormonism,” like it, began in a small way: but it has encompassed the 
whole earth, and those engines may not inaptly represent the authority of 
tions. 


Sunday, December 18th, the in ‘Wigan, 
the brethten and Saints had counted on a great time, a fine hall was rented, 
placards and other advertising resorted to, and the brethren and sisters 
gathered from ‘surrounding branches and other Conferences, but the 
strangers were not out in force enough to fill the hall. The enterprise of 
President Merrill and his faithful corps of Elders deserved a better show- 
ing, but there is a time for the sowing of seed as well as a time for har- 


The missionaries. from Zion arrived in 
11 per American Line s. Belgenland, on Thursday, December 15, 
1898: For the British Mission — William E. Pardy, Ogden; Frank C. Lee, 
Hyde Park; Philip Quayle, Treasureton, Idaho; Thomas Gooch, Marys- 
ville, Idaho; Fred G. Bateman, Bloomington, Idaho. For the Scandina- 
vian Mission Raynor Ness, and Christian Busath, Salt Lake City; Olof 
Olson, Millville. For the German Mission Hyrum J. Frederick, Freedom, 
Wyo.; Friedrich Dätwyler, Logan; Fritz Pfost, Rex burg, Idaho; David 
Ogden. For Netherlands Mission — Benjamin Crezee, 

Accompanying. a ont: was Elder William Boxer of Upton, who came 
to visit relatives in Newcastle and to obtain genealogy, He n a 


mne to labor in that conference. 


_ APPOINTMENTS. —The missionaries who have just arrived have been 
appointed to labor as ‘Traveling Elders in the Conferences as follows: 


William E. Purdy, Frank C. Lee and Thomas Gooch, Leeds Conference; 


and ee . and F. G. Bateman, Liverpool Conference. 


in she Public Hall, Wigan; . on Ban- 


day, December 18, 1898, President Amos N. Merrill in charge. 
Services were held at 10:30 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p. m. 
There were present: Of the presidency of 
Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Naisbitt; of the MILLENNIaL Sran 
Office, Attewall Wootton, J. C. McFarlane and J. D. Holther; President 
James Briggs, and Elders Thos. Blake, J. C. Rushton, W. J. Clark, G. H. 
Robinson and Jos. Helm of the Manchester Conference; all the Traveling 


Elders, and many ot the Saints, of the Liverpool Conference ; epee sine 


‘Manchester and Leeds Conferences. 
The speakers of the morning meeting were Elders. Aust N. Merril 
Astowall Wootton, J H. Rishton, J. D. Holther and I. J. WardleQ. 


” not to be despised; 
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The general authorities of the Church and the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were unanimously sustained. Elder Amos N. Merrill vas 
sustained as President of, and the following named Elders as missionaries 
in the Liverpool Conference, to labor in the districts assigned them: W. 
E. Partington, J. R. Hodson, C. R Pearce, Accrington; I. J. Wardle, S. E. 
Henrie, Wm. Norton, Haslingden ; J. H. Rishton, F. G. Bateman, Preston; 
W. N. Hill, M. T. Beck, Philip Quayle, Chorley. 

The following statistical report for the last six months wastread: Mis- 
sionaries from Zion—High Priests, 2; Seventies, 7. Local Priesthood— 
Elders, 5; Priests, &; Deacons,3; members, 109; children under eight years 
of age, 24; total number of officers and members, exclusive of missionaries 
from Zion, 146. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 20,957; in open- 
air meetings, 6,152. Books distributed—sold, 11; loaned, 48; given away, 
20. Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 6,629; by first invitation, 40; 
by re-invitation, 36; Gospel conversations, 515. Meetings held, —ball, 1543 
out-door, 48; cottage, 6; Sunday School sessions, 25; M. I. A. sessions, 38; 
Bible Classes, 12; Priesthood meetings, 4. Bartime 10; confirmations, 10; 
emigrated—over eight years of age, 2; died—over eight years of age, 1; 
under eight years of age, 1; new subscribers for Sra, 3. 

The speakers in the afternoon service were Presidents James Briggs 
and Platte D. Lyman, and those of the evening were Elder J. C. McFarlane 
and Counselor H. W. Naisbitt. 
The rendition of solos with sermons and testimonies during the after- 

noon and evening added greatly to the impressiveness of the occasion. 
Great credit is due to the Saints of Wigan for the able manner in which 
dinner and tea were served ; this added greatly to the success and enjoy- 
ment of the day. The fruits of the Spirit were e manifest through- 
out the conference. 

On Saturday evening a Priesthood meeting was held at 174 Beehive 
Terrace, when valuable instructions were given and encouraging remarks 
made. . n. Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH ITEMS. 


B. H. Roberts. was elected to congress from Utah 8 majority. 
C. W. Couldock, highly esteemed in Utah as an actor and a man, died 
November 20th in Boston, U. S. 

Several lines of new Telegraph will (it is said) be built through Utah 
and Nevada the coming spring. 

Professor Evan Stephens of Salt Lake is to be adjudicator at the Milwau- 
kee Eisteddfod, in January prox. | 

There is a probability bhas Logaa-will, tn the near future, have permanent | 
railroad connection with the Oregon Short Line at the Junction. 

The Tomato growers of Hooper, Utah, have concluded to hold the price 
cf tomatoes at eight dollars per ton, for delivery during next season. 
_ _Ex-queen Lilioukalani of the Sandwich Islands had quite a visit to 

Salt Lake — en route . she will n. the 
winter. 
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A couple of enterprising Utah Volunteers now in Manilla, Don C. 
Musser and F. T. Hines are publishing a newspaper there, under the sug- 
gestive title of “Freedom.” 

Twenty-five car loads of lucerne seed have been sent out of Utah this 
season, and as for wheat, cars enough could not be had in Cache, but an 
average of twenty-five car loads had gone out each week. 

The Sunday School Convention held in Salt Lake City was a phenom- 
enal success, delegates from Utah numbered 1983, from adjoining States, 
109, from Canada, 3, from Tenessee 2 and 1 from Mexico. 

From the News of December 2nd., we learn that over twenty miles of 
rail on the Utah and Pacific Rail road had been laid this fall and that a 
mile per day would follow as long as good weather prevailed _— 

The brave Saints of Richfield, Sevier Co., Utah, who lately lost by fire 
the nearly completed Stake Tabernacle, have concluded to rebuild, and add 
several thousands more too, by way of improvement upon the original plan. 
Professor Dr. Parry of international musical fame, has set to music 
words from “Whitney’s History” arranged by Professor Stephens, this 
production captured the prize at the Eisteddfod of 1895. The music — 
covers 18 pages folio closely written. | 

An invitation is at hand desiring our presence at the wedding reception 
to be given by Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Foulger, 21st Ward, Salt Lake City in 
honor of their daughter, “Ada,” who was to be married to Mr. Wm. 

T. Atkin on the twenty-first inst; while congratulating the happy couple 
and their families, we regret the impossibility of t. there, as this 
issue of the ran will prove. 


“THESE SIGNS SHALL FOLLOW.’ 


THE 8 letters bear strong testimony to the fact that sane follow 
| Brrstor, DEceMBER 12, 1898. 
Sm: 


who was suffering from a severe attack of quinsy, was entirely healed by 
the power of God through the agency of the Elders of the Church of 
Jesus of Latter-day Saints in Bristol. The doctor who was attend- 
ing her saw her on the afternoon of November 28th, 1898, and told me 
that quinsy had set in, and she would be very much worse before she got 
better. I could see by his manner that he considered it a serious case. In 
the evening of the same day, she became much worse, and, having recently 
become acquainted with the Latter-day Saints and been a regular attend- 
ant at their meetings for some weeks past, I spoke to one of the Elders 
about my daughter. He asked me if I would like to have my child admin- 
istered to, telling me that the Lord was able and willing to heal her if I 
had faith. I said I believed they were God's ministers and that he would 
heal my child if they would lay hands on her. They held a cottage meet- 
ing in my house that evening, and before leaving they went upstairs (six 
%% 
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